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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!   

I wish all of you a safe and prosperous new year. I am sure your goals for 

2010 has been set to strategically get the best results possible for the 

amount of effort put forth.  Speaking of putting forth efforts, we should take 

advantage of every opportunity to be kind, understanding, and giving to 

others through these most economically difficult and politically dangerous 

times.  

The citizens of Louisiana have begun to feel and recognize the strain, pain, 

and agony other states have been experiencing before us. There are defi-

nitely more challenges ahead, and we must take a position and work toward 

a compromise for a better quality of life for all citizens, not just some. The 

resolution of the stateõs challenges cannot rest or be resolved disproportion-

ately on the back of its working class population or those who are seeking 

employment to provide some dignity and support for their families during this 

recovery period. The rising tide should lift all boats. 

Finally, most of all, pray for the families who are sacrificing a love one to 

protect our nationõs freedom, and those leaders in charge that are tasked 

with the responsibility to safeguard the wellbeing of us all. 
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    UPDATE FROM REP. BURRELL ON THE 

 NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES  

Charles F. Bolden, Jr. 

NASA Chief Administrator 

 Arne Duncan 

National Education Secretary 

 Ronald Kirk 

U.S. Trade Ambassador 

The National Conference of State Legislatures recently held in 

San Diego, California brought out some national leaders that 

shared a unified message that focused on ways our country can 

embrace the ever-changing challenges ahead of U.S. citizens. 

Many state delegates of different political persuasion listened 

attentively.  

Personally, I was particularly interested in the messages articu-

lated in the general sessions by national leaders, such as, Chief 

Administrator, Charles F. Bolden, Jr., National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration (NASA), U.S. Trade Ambassador, Ronald 

Kirk, Executive Office of the President, and National Education 

Secretary Arne Duncan. In a brief dialogue with each gentleman, 

you first register their deep individual commitment to their na-

tional offices, focused missions, and purposeful directives given 

them by President Obama. Secondly, they delivered a resonat-

ing message with a common themeð world economics. It was 

most intriguing how three different men of their distinguished 

stature meticulously and painstakingly, articulated a  connective 

roadmap and vision, with information that provided a distinct 

trail to a central point of reference-economics and education.  

These leaders inextricably linked education to economic devel-

opment and job growth. The ever growing global market com-

petition for the brightest minds who can òbuild the next best 

mousetrapó has no boundaries; given the advent of new tech-

nologies and the internet, it has become a virtual world stage, 

but the U.S. is steady struggling not to lose ground among the 

world nations. Its once educational competitive edge over other 

countries, even some third world countries, is narrowing every 

year. The slow demise of this nationõs educational prowess, es-

pecially in science, technology, and business is placing the U.S. 

at the mercy of foreign countries. We are fast becoming a 

óconsumer nationó instead of a òcreative nationó, according to 

these gentlemen.  

Therefore, we must find ways to get our òGROOVEó back. The 

U.S. must once again become world leaders in the areas of in-

novations, productions and outputs, and letting education supe-



AMERICAN EXPRESS AMERICAN EXPRESS AMERICAN EXPRESS makes grants in three 

key areas: Cultural Heritage, Future Leadership, 
and Community Service (specifically relief and re-
covery efforts). 
 
Cultural Heritage: 
They support organizations and projects that pre-
serve or rediscover important cultural works and 
major historic sites in order to provide ongoing ac-
cess and enjoyment for current and future audi-
ences. The programs supported include a broad 
range of arts and culture: from historic landmarks 

and public spaces to dance, theater, music, film and 
the visual arts. They emphasize preserving works 
that represent a range of diverse cultures. 

 
Future Leadership: 
They are interested in proposals that cultivate 
leadership opportunities for diverse communities 
within the nonprofit sector or that focus on innova-
tive leadership development programs for emerg-
ing leaders of world-class institutions. They specifi-
cally target programs for emerging nonprofit lead-
ers in the arts, environment, higher education and 
social service sectors. They will accept a limited 
number of requests for programs impacting emerg-
ing leaders of the public sector. 

 
Community Service: 
They serve communities by supporting immediate 
and long-term relief and recovery efforts to help 
victims of natural disasters. Funding also goes to 
support preparedness programs that allow relief 
agencies to be better equipped in responding to 
emergencies as they occur. 

 
Inquiries for funding are accepted and reviewed 
on an ongoing basis throughout the year. 

 

 

BEST BUY CHILDREN'S FOUNDATION BEST BUY CHILDREN'S FOUNDATION BEST BUY CHILDREN'S FOUNDATION is ac-

cepting scholarship applications between now and 
February 15th!  Scholarships are available to 
students in grades 9-12 who will enter college 

upon high school graduation. 

The Best Buy @15 Scholarship Program is part of 
the fuel for the @15 mission, which focuses on op-
portunities to help teens thrive and become suc-
cessful members of our community, our society and 
our world. We recognize how important teens are 
to our community, to our society, to our world. This 
year the program will award scholarships to stu-
dents in grades 9-12 living in the U.S. or Puerto 
Rico who plan to enter a full-time undergraduate 
course of study upon high school graduation.  A 
total of 1,000 students will each receive a $1,000 
scholarship, which adds up to $1 million. Since 
1999, Best Buy's scholarship program has 
awarded over $14 million to more than 11,000 

students to help them prepare for a bright future. 

Scholarship recipients are selected based on aca-
demic achievement and community service and/
or work experience and must be entering an 
accredited U.S. university, college or technical 
school in the fall immediately after graduation. 
Progress of recipients in grades 9-11 will be 
tracked by the program administrator, Scholarship 
America, and awards provided upon high school 
graduation and enrollment in post-secondary edu-

cation. 

 How To Apply: 

Applications may be submitted online at 

www.at15.com. 

The deadline for application submission is Feb-

ruary 15, 2010. There are no extensions. 

The Best Buy @15 Scholarship program is part of 
the Best Buy Children's Foundation and is adminis-
tered by Scholarship America. Recipients will be 
notified by Scholarship America in May 2010 and 

their names will also be posted on BestBuy.com/

scholarships.  

For additional information or questions on our 

@15 program see www.at15.com. 
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 Constituents News You Can Use 

PUBLIC WELFARE FOUNDPUBLIC WELFARE FOUNDPUBLIC WELFARE FOUNDATION ATION ATION supports 

efforts to ensure fundamental rights and opportu-
nities for people in need. They look for carefully 
defined points where their funds can make a dif-
ference in bringing about systemic changes that 
can improve lives. They focus on three program 
areas: Criminal and Juvenile Justice, Health Re-

form, and Workersõ Rights.  

Applications are accepted throughout the year. 
Applicants should submit letters of inquiry six to 
eight weeks before proposal deadlines. Upcom-
ing deadlines for 2010 are March 29 and July 

26. 
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http://capwiz.com/bestbuy/utr/0/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.at15.com%2F
http://capwiz.com/bestbuy/utr/0/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bestbuy.com%2Fscholarships
http://capwiz.com/bestbuy/utr/0/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bestbuy.com%2Fscholarships
http://capwiz.com/bestbuy/utr/0/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.at15.com%2F


LOUISIANA ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIESLOUISIANA ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIESLOUISIANA ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES   

Preliminary Application Policy for Outreach Grants, Public Humanities Grants, Documentary Film & 

Radio Grants and Teacher Institutes for Advanced Study Grants 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to submit a Preliminary Application to the LEH staff at least 4-6 
weeks prior to the appropriate grant deadline. Responses to late arriving drafts cannot be guaranteed. 
This draft is circulated among the staff who probe the proposal for weaknesses and strengths. These at-
tributes are then communicated to the project director in writing so that you may revise the application 
before the deadline. This written response is followed by telephone consultations as needed and, where 

necessary and feasible, a personal meeting. Often, projects are rejected or receive reduced funding be-

cause of preventable errors or guideline violations. 

Preliminaries must include the narrative, budget and budget narrative. Information on what to include in 
the narrative and budget may be found in the Money Matters section of the Grant Guidelines, and the 
guidelines for each grant category/type. Preliminary proposals may be submitted by mail, fax or email 

to the appropriate program officer. Partial preliminary applications will NOT be reviewed. 

Mandatory Preliminary Applications 
Outreach Grants: Applicants who submit preliminary applications at least 4 weeks before the deadline 
are eligible for up to $2,500 in funding; applicants who do not submit a preliminary proposal are limited 

to $2,000 in funds. 

Public Humanities Grants and Documentary Film and Radio Grants: Applicants who do NOT submit pre-
liminary applications at least 4 weeks before the deadline are limited to a maximum grant request of 
$10,000. Teacher Institutes for Advanced Study Grants: Applicants who do NOT submit a full narrative 

and budget for review by September 1 are limited to a maximum grant request of $30,000. 

                  

Grant Deadlines : 

Teacher Institutes for Advanced Study: October 1  

Applications to host the Smithsonian Institution/Museum on Main Street exhibition ñJourney Storiesò-  

October 1  

Outreach Grants ï November 15  

Louisiana Publishing Initiative grants - February 15  

For more information, contact the Grants staff: 

Rachel Norman 
Director of 

Grants  
504.620.2479  

norman@leh.org 

Walker Lasiter 
Senior Program Officer 

504.620.2631 
lasiter@leh.org 

Erik Charpentier, PhD  
Assistant Director of 

Grants 
504.620.2478  

charpentier@leh.org 

John R. Kemp 
LEH Deputy Director 

504.620.2481 
kemp@leh.org 
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DANIELS FUND DANIELS FUND DANIELS FUND supports organizations that provide quality youth sports programs. The Daniels 

Fund places special emphasis on programs that foster increased sportsmanship, confidence, discipline, 

and teamwork among players and coaches. The Daniels Fund also honors Bill Danielsõ direction to sup-

port national and international amateur sports and competition. Funding areas and focus: Youth Sports: 

community-based, after-school, and quality coaching/training programs. 

Competition: Pipelines to National and International Competition 

There is no application deadline. 

 

 Constituents News You Can Use 

mailto:norman@leh.org
mailto:lasiter@leh.org
mailto:charpentier@leh.org
mailto:kemp@leh.org
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The Louisiana Association of Nonprofit Organizations (LANO) along with the United 

Way is conducting a survey of its members to determine how planned 2010 state 

budget cuts and current mid-year cuts are affecting the services and financial viability 

of nonprofits. LANO is asking that each nonprofit complete a 10 minute survey by Fri-

day, January 29, 2010, in order to utilize the findings in a timely manner.  The survey is 

available on LANOõs website at www.lano.org. If you need additional information, 

please contact Alison Neustrom at 225-929-5266, ext. 220. 

 

 Constituents News You Can Use 

VERIZON VERIZON VERIZON FOUNDATIONFOUNDATIONFOUNDATION   accepts grant ap-

plications for improving lives in literacy, knowl-
edge, and a readiness for the 21st Century. Spe-
cifically, they are interested in programs that help 

people to: 

Increase their literacy and educational 
achievement 

Avoid being an abuser or a victim of domestic 
violence 

Achieve and sustain their health and safety 

The foundation is also interested in internal safety.  

Proposals will be considered from eligible tax-
exempt organizations in certain 501 (c )(3) subsec-
tions as defined by the Internal Revenue Service. 
Proposals will be considered from elementary and 
secondary schools (public and private) that are 
registered with the National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES). Proposals may also be considered 
from eligible tax-exempt organizations in the sub-
section 170(B)(1)(a)(i)- Church, provided that the 
proposal will benefit a large portion of a commu-
nity without regard to religious affiliation and does 
not duplicate the work of other agencies in the 

community.  

The Foundation provides guidelines and sample 
grant proposals to help guide interested appli-

cants. 

The Foundation accepts grant requests 24-hours a 

day, 7 days a week, January through October. 

NONPROFIT STATE BUDGET CUT 

SURVEY 

FEDEX FEDEX FEDEX is especially interested in supporting 

nonprofit organizations that request: 5% or less 

of a total project budget; contingency grants; or 

seed monies with the thought that other sources 

will contribute matching amounts. Organizations 

must show evidence of competent management, 

low administrative/fundraising expense ratios, 

and a nondiscriminatory program benefiting 

broad segments of the community.  

The mission of the FEdEx Social Responsibility 

department is to actively support the communities 

they serve. Corporate resources include financial 

contributions, in-kind shipping services and coordi-

nation of volunteer services by their employees.   

FedEx mostly supports services in the following 

areas: 

Pedestrian and Child Safety 

Education 

Health and Human Services 

Emergency and Disaster Relief 

Requests are accepted year-round and generally 
are reviewed within three weeks of receipt. 
FedEx prefers to contribute to specific program 
needs rather than special events or capital cam-

paigns. 
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Louisiana Small Business Development Center 

     Louisiana Small Business Development Center at LSU Shreveport is offering the following classes. To 

register or learn more about these classes visit: www.lsbdc.org or call 318-797-5144 

 

 
Small Business Resources 

 Regional Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs) http://www.ledlouisiana.com/
additional-resources  
 
Small Business Resource Guide http://www.ledlouisiana.com/downloads/

Small_Business_Resource_Guide.pdf 

Regional Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE) offices http://www.score.org/

index.html. Enter your zip code to find offices near you. 

Microenterprise Development - http://www.ledlouisiana.com/additional-resources 

Minority-owned and Women-Owned Business Assistance - http://www.ledlouisiana.com/

additional-resources 

Small and Emerging Business Development Intermediaries -- http://www.ledlouisiana.com/

additional-resources 

B u s i n e s s  T a x  C r e d i t s 

The new law also extends and expands tax benefits for businesses incurring net operating losses during the re-

cession. Businesses of all sizes experiencing such losses in 2008 and/or 2009 are able to claim refunds on taxes 

paid up to five years earlier (expanded from two years). In the original legislation passed in February 2009, the 

five-year expansion applied only to 2008 and to businesses with annual gross revenues under $15 million. 

In addition, the Senate voted in December to extend two key Recovery provisions that had expired. One in-

volved a maximum federal guarantee of 90 percent of the amount of a Small Business Administration loan (vs. 

75 percent, before the Recovery Act). The other was a waiver of fees the SBA normally charges to banks. Both 

provisions have been extended through February 2010. 

 Constituents News You Can Use 

Jan 21: Developing a Business Plan  Feb 11: Starting & Financing a Small Busi-

ness (Haughton) 

Jan. 26: SBA & HUBZone Certification Feb 16ð March 2: Small Business Record 

Keeping Made Simple 

Jan 30: Starting & Financing a Small Busi-

ness 

Feb 18: Website Rehab 

Feb 4: Small Business Tax Workshop Feb 22: Patent Workshop 

Feb 10: Marketing Makeover for Todayõs 

Environment 

Feb 23: Preparing a Successful Proposal 
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Local minority business  owners are encouraged to attend a meeting Wednesday, January 27, 

at 6 pm at Pamoja Cultural Arts Center, 3806 Linwood Avenue. The meeting is a continuation of 

the Kwanzaa Business Breakfast held last month. The purpose of this meeting is to implement the 

concept of collective works, in keeping with the principles of Kwanzaa, to advance the minority 

business community. The meeting is open to the community at-large, business owners, and business 

leaders. 

In and Around District 2 

http://www.ledlouisiana.com/additional-resources.aspx?rc=19
http://www.ledlouisiana.com/additional-resources.aspx?rc=19
http://www.ledlouisiana.com/downloads/Small_Business_Resource_Guide.pdf
http://www.ledlouisiana.com/downloads/Small_Business_Resource_Guide.pdf
http://www.score.org/index.html
http://www.score.org/index.html
http://www.ledlouisiana.com/additional-resources.aspx?rc=20
http://www.ledlouisiana.com/additional-resources.aspx?rc=21
http://www.ledlouisiana.com/additional-resources.aspx?rc=21
http://www.ledlouisiana.com/additional-resources.aspx?rc=23
http://www.ledlouisiana.com/additional-resources.aspx?rc=23


Department of Revenue encourages electronic filing of state tax returns  

LDR ceases distributing paper return forms through the mail  

BATON ROUGE ɬ The Louisiana Department of Revenue (LDR) encourages all taxpayers to file electroni-
cally any tax returns for the 2009 tax year.   

+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯ%ÐÓÌɯ.ÕÓÐÕÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÚÐÕÎÓÌ-source location for all individual and business tax filing require-
ments.  Visit fileonline.revenue.louisiana.gov to take advantage of this fast, easy-to-use, absolutely free pub-
lic resource. 

Ɂ3ÌÕÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÖÜÚÈÕËÚɯÖÍɯÛÈß×ÈàÌÙÚɯÜÚÌËɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯ%ÐÓÌɯ.ÕÓÐÕÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯÍÐÓÐÕÎɯÚÌÈÚÖÕȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɯ
of Revenue Cynthia Bridges.  Ɂ3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙȮɯÞÌɯÞÈÕÛɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯÛÖɯÌÕÑÖàɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÌËɯÈÕËɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ
×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ1ÌÝÌÕÜÌȭɂ 

Among its many advantages, Louisiana File Online allows taxpayers 
to: 

File returns and pay taxes electronically 

Check the status of individual income tax refunds  

Amend tax returns  

View business tax information for the current and previous years  

Beginning with the 2009 Louisiana Resident Individual Income Tax 
Return, due no later than May 15, 2010, LDR will cease to distribute 
paper returns through the mail.   For the 2008 filing year, LDR distributed 180,000 pre-printed returns to 
taxpayers on file at a cost of $250,000.  We received back fewer than 40,000 of them.  The cost of postage is 
another real savings advantage from electronic filing.  

Taxpayers who wish to file paper returns can find them at public libraries and at LDR offices throughout 
the state. Any tax return or tax form is available for download from the Tax Forms page at reve-
nue.louisiana.gov. The filing deadline for 2009 individual state income tax returns is May 15, 2010. 
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SHREVEPORT/BOSSIER VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE SITES 

 and AARP TAX-AIDE: 

 

Centerpoint Community Services 

2121 Fairfield Avenue, Suite 130 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-227-2100 

 

Caddo Community Action Agency 

1625 David Raines 

Shreveport, LA 71107 

318-425-2401 

 

Southern Hills Recreation Center 

1002 Bert Kouns Ind. Loop 

Shreveport, LA 71118 

318-673-7818 

(AARP Tax-Aide) 

Bossier Central Library 

2205 Beckett Street 

Bossier City, LA 71111 

318-746-1693 

(AARP Tax-Aide) 

Shreveport Housing Authority 

2500 Line Avenue 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-698-3634 

Queensborough Neighborhood 
Association 

2756 Greenwood Road 

Shreveport, LA 71109 

318-635-8100 

Caddo Community Action Agency 

8001 Fairfield Avenue 

Shreveport, LA 71106 

318-868-7222 

 

Tax House 

4466 Fairway Drive 

Shreveport, LA 71109 

318-698-3634 

Caddo Community Action Agency 

4055 Saint Vincent Avenue 

Shreveport, LA 71108 

318-603-4371 


