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MERRY CHRISTMAS  

In the Spirit of Christmas, there is a lot more to 
consider than the buying and exchanging of gifts. 

It also takes in the sharing of love, time, and 
commitment of service to your fellow man. òFor, I 
am my brotherõs keeper. What you do to the least 
of my brethren, you do also to meó. We must find 

the time and compassion to lift the hearts and 
spirits of others during this joyous holiday sea-

son. Keep in your prayers the families and loved 
ones who are fighting for our freedom at home 

and abroad. Especially, pray for our First Family, 
the Commander-In-Chief, as he tries to steer clear 
our beloved country away from the deadly un-
foreseen icebergs placed in his way. Finally, let 
the spirit of Christmas permeate the hearts of all 
people around the world so that peace may be 

maintained to the glory of God. Amen! 

Have a wonderful and safe Holiday Seasoné 

From My Family to Yours 

State Representative Roy A. Burrell 
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          Manama, Bahrain  

I recently took a trip to Manama, Bahrain in the middle 

east during the month of November. Dr. Dan Wimberly, 
owner of Access Management Development Corporation 
coordinated and sponsored a business trip for minority 
trade delegation, with the help of the U.S. Department 
of Commerce, which included several other locals as 
Mayor Bobby Washington of Cullen, LA, and Bill Lott of 
Triple L Construction. The purpose of the trip was to look 
for new investment opportunities abroad, to look for 
new and proposed  investors for projects in the U.S., 
and build future business relations with this powerfully 
wealthy country that already has open trade agree-
ments with the U.S.  The business and government com-
munities were very receptive to our visit and eager to 
discuss any business and investment opportunities be-
tween our two countries, especially with minority busi-
ness owners.  They were well abreast of the challenges 
minority businesses have in the U.S., especially many 
Southern states, and seemed quite willing to create 
meaningful and open business relations with minority 
interests that may find it more difficult to find a recep-
tive audience in the U.S. banking and financial sector. 
My unofficial visit there was to strictly support my busi-
ness colleagues who requested my presence on this ex-
cursion. But while there, although in an unofficial capac-
ity, I was able to bring along information on Shreve-
port/Bossier tourism, Haynesville Shale, Louisiana trade 
opportunities through our ports, and other trade infra-
structures, and entrepreneurship education training for  

youth in their country and region. We visited a number 
of business organizations, investment banks, and govern-
ment departments. We considered the trip a success on 
the first visit. We plan to continue communication with 

various business entities there. 

 

  Middle East Travels 

 

 

Talking Louisiana tourism with Abdul 
Wahed Kooheji, Director of International 

Business Group 

Trade Mission Orientation with Maher Mahfoodh, 

Head of Investorsõ Relation 

Discussing business with Engineer Moham-

med Al-Jaber and Waleed M. Sharif Al-

Rayes with Palace Enterprise 

Discussing trade opportunities with 

Khadia Ali, Interim Director, American 

Chamber of Commerce 

Mr. Burrell named this camel, 

Clyde, at the Kingõs camel farm 

Legal consulting with Attorney 

Basma Al Seba, Client Manager 

Distant view of one of the Crown 

Prince Palaces 


