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According to its history, the month of February is designated as Black History Month to pay commemo-

ration to the many accomplishments of African Americans who for years were omitted from Americaõs 

history books. In 1926, Dr. Carter G. Woodson (1875-1950), a black historian and scholar recog-

nized this oversight by white America and instituted the idea of a special salute to Black accomplish-

ments by establishing the first Negro History Week. He chose the second week of February to honor 

two great Americans who he felt made a tremendous contribution to the freedom of black people in 

Americað U.S. President Abraham Lincoln, and abolitionist Frederick Douglass. Oddly, another Presi-

dent, Gerald R. Ford, a Republican in the old tradition of Lincoln (unlike today), in 1976, seized the 

opportunity to further recognize the progress of African Americans as part of the national bicenten-

nial. Despite the contempt toward blacks by some states, especially in the south, the President urged 

all Americans to embrace and recognize this oversight of many of its patriotic and productive citizens 

who helped build this country and its seats of government to the envy of the world-all with little ap-

preciation and no notoriety. This monthõs theme of òThe History of Black Economic Empowermentð A 

Legacy of Struggle and Triumphó is quite fitting and revealing, given from whence we came, and still 

today struggling with many of the same problems and issues of yesterday...inequality, injustice, pov-

erty, unemployment, family deterioration and lack of economic opportunities, etc. Even with these crip-

pling socio-economic conditions, Black America still continues to make positive strides to make America 

the best it can beñ  



2010 African American History Parade Highlights 
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