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 Our annual pilgrimage to Baton Rouge has arrived. Many 

legislators are busy trying to close out as much work as possible 

from their normal routine to endure the long hibernation and tumul-

tuous tasks that lies ahead. We face a $1 billion budget deficit with 

a Governor whose political mandate is to not raise fees and taxes.  

Although new and increased revenue streams seem unlikely in the 

near future, the stressful budget challenges must be met. The vola-

tile political climate created by a lack of bipartisan compromise on 

issues that can profoundly affect the general populous will drive 

the success or failure of this session. Recent congressional actions 

involving the health care vote has filtered down to states in the 

form of lawsuits and civil protest. No doubt, some of this unrest 

will play out in dramatic ways among state legislators. It remains 

unknown how the Governor, his staff, and his legislative leader-

ship will try to control the inevitable tension and rebellion of the 

opposition. It is my prayer that a level of statesmanship can be 

maintained among the membership.   

 Please feel free to correspond with me regarding your con-

cerns and issues that are a priority, and of importance to you, as it 

relates to the State of Louisiana. 

 

Letõs continue to pray for civility, 

Representative Roy A. Burrell 

Returning to the Capitol 

2010 Regular Legislative Session 

convenes Monday, March 29, 2010  

and final adjournment is Monday, June 21, 2010 



Representative Burrell In The News 
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MARCH FOR MEALS ON WHEELS FOR THE ELDERLY 

Rep. Roy Burrell shown in photo 

along with other public officials at 

the annual March for Meals hosted 

by Caddo Council on Aging to raise 

awareness of the Meals on Wheels 

senior program. The event took place 

March 24, 2010 in downtown 

Shreveport with over 350 participants 

from local businesses, elected offi-

cials, churches, volunteers, commu-

nity partners, and supporters in atten-

dance.   

 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

State Representative Roy Burrell, Traci Murray and Chandra Dennis dialogue during a 

membership-drive for the African-American Chamber of Commerce held on March 11, 

2010 at the Clarion Hotel in Shreveport. Rep. Burrell spoke at the luncheon highlighting 

the upcoming legislative session in which he talked about the budget deficits, health care, 

and economic development. 

 



Home visit program for moms-to-be seeks expansion 

By Melody Brumble  Å mbrumble@gannett.com Å  

March 2, 2010  

 

Nurse-Family Partnership, a program that provides home visits to low-income preg-
nant women, is seeking state money to expand in Louisiana. The organization works 
with the state Office of Public Health. The group will ask lawmakers to appropriate 
$2.5 million more for the 2011 budget year in an effort to reach up to 21 percent of 
eligible women state. 
 
Nurses served about 400 women and teens in Caddo, Bossier, DeSoto, and Webster 
parishes in the 2009 budget year. 
 
Nurse-Family Partnership is holding a series of legislative breakfasts and meetings 
around  Louisiana to promote the program. 
 
Local lawmakers Senator Sherri Smith Cheek, Senator Lydia Jackson, Representa-
tive Richard Burford, and Representative Roy Burrell attended a breakfast in Shreve-
port on March 2, 2010. 
 

Page 3  Working for you! House District 2 

Representative Burrell In The News 

Representative Burrell is sharing information and reading  to a 5th 
grade class at West Shreveport Elementary School during the Reading 

Is Fundamental (RIF) African-American History Month held on  
February 18, 2010.  



 

 

 

Editorial: March 16 ,2010  

Burrell's assistance restores voter's faith  

 
By: Gina Miorana in New Orleans  

 

I had lost faith in politicians and felt that voting was just a responsibility so no 
one could point their finger and say I was part of the problem if I wasn't part of 

the solution.  

However, I recently contacted state Rep. Roy Burrell, of Shreveport, about a law 
regarding good time for inmates. (Act 266 was scheduled to go into effect Aug. 

15.) 

I didn't expect to get an answer for a while, let alone from him. Not only did he 
respond the same day, but he responded the next day as a follow -up to let me 
know when the bill would be implemented hopefully by state Corrections Secre-
tary Jim LeBlanc and hoping that the effects would then soon apply to my son's 

release.  

Rep. Burrell has restored my faith in voting and putting the right people in office. 
We need more people like this man to represent Louisiana. I'll be first in line to 
make sure he stays in office. My faith in voting is now at 100 percent, and he's 

the reason.  
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Representative Burrell In The News 
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 Constituents News You Can Use 

 

  

 

Applications Invited for McCormick New Media Women  

Entrepreneurs Program  

The McCormick New Media Women Entrepreneurs Program  provides funding to 

women with original ideas for new web sites, mobile news services, or other en-

trepreneurial initiatives that offer interactive opportunities to engage, inspire, and 

improve news and information in a geographic community or a community of in-

terest. These can be solo ideas or team projects spearheaded by women.  

Grants provide one - time funding of $12,000 each.  

Deadline: April 10, 2010  

Visit the program's Web site for complete application information.  

Proposals Invited for Round Five of Healthy Eating Research: Building  

 Evidence to Prevent Childhood Obesity  

 

Healthy Eating Research, a national program of the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-

tion , is designed to support research on environmental and policy strategies with 

strong potential to promote healthy eating among children and prevent childhood 

obesity, especially among lower - income and racial and ethnic populations at high-

est risk for obesity. Findings are expected to advance RWJF's efforts to reverse the 

childhood obesity epidemic by 2015.  

The three types of funding opportunities included in this Call for Proposals are 

Round Five grants, rapid - response grants, and New Connections grants through 

Healthy Eating Research. Preference will be given to those applicants that are ei-

ther public entities or nonprofit organizations that are tax -exempt under Section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Applicant organizations must be based in 

the U.S. or its territories. The focus of this program is the U.S.; studies in other 

countries will be considered only to the extent that they may directly inform U.S. 

policy.  

Approximately $2.4 million in total funding will be awarded under this CFP for the 

three types of grants. The deadline for Round Five grants and New Connections 

grants is May 13, 2010. For rapid - response grants, concept papers may be sub-

mitted from March 15 to September 1, 2010. The complete Call for Proposals is 

available at the RWJF Web site.  

http://www.newmediawomen.org/
http://www.rwjf.org /
http://www.rwjf.org /
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Autism Speaks Accepting Letters of Intent for Family Services  

Community Grants Program  

Autism Speaks  is accepting grant applications for its Family Services Community 

Grants program for projects that promote services that enhance the lives of those 

affected by autism spectrum disorders. The focus of these grants will be on pro-

posals that serve to build the field of services for individuals with autism and ex-

pand the capacity to effectively serve this growing community.  

Autism Speaks will accept family services community grant proposals that ad-

dress one of three areas of need ð education, recreation/community activities, 

and young adult/adults services. Successful applicants will apply grant funding to 

support new programs or the expansion of existing projects.  

The program will not award grants to individuals or fund an individual or family 

for participation in personal programs.  

The average grant award will be in the range of $5,000 to $25,000 each. Multi -

year grants will not be awarded.  

Deadline: June 10, 2010  

Visit the Autism Speaks Web site for complete program information.  

Grants Available for Community Colleges Retraining Boomers for Encore  

Careers in Health and Education  

 

Civic Ventures , a think tank devoted to baby boomers, work, and social purpose, 

and the MetLife Foundation  have announced that they will award six $25,000 

Community College Encore Career Grants to institutions working to re - train adults 

age 50 and over for careers in health and education.  

The grants will support and highlight college programs that match the skills and 

interests of experienced adults with specific high -need careers such as home and 

community health workers, nursing, adjunct community college faculty, and teach-

ing in areas of critical shortage.  

Accredited two -year community, junior, and technical colleges offering associate 

degrees are eligible to apply. Community colleges that received prior Community 

College Encore Career Project grants are not eligible to apply for a second grant at 

this time.  

Deadline: April 12, 2010  

For complete information, including the full Request for Proposals and application 

forms, visit the Encore program Web site.  

http://www.autismspeaks.org/
http://www.civicventures.org/
http://www.metlife.org/


Dollar General Youth Literacy Grants    

Program  

web site 
http://www.dgliteracy.com/grant-program/youth-grants.aspx 

Sponsor Dollar General Literacy Foundation 

Deadlines May 21, 2010  

Purpose Dollar General Youth Literacy Grants provide funding to schools and 
local nonprofit organizations to help with the implementation or expan-
sion of literacy programs for new readers, below grade level readers 

and readers with learning disabilities. 

Eligibility Funding to schools and local nonprofit organizations. Must be located in 
Dollar Generalõs 35-state operating territory and must be within 20 
miles of the nearest Dollar General Store.) A store locator is available 

at:http://www.dollargeneral.com 

Geographic  

coverage 
35 states where Dollar General stores are located. 

Amount of  

funding 
$3,000 maximum. 

Application  

process 
The grant application is available on the Program web site.  

   For more information contact: 

Contact the Dollar General Literacy Foundation at (615) 855-5201.  

 Constituents News You Can Use 
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Barnes & Noble Booksellers  

Sponsorships and Charitable Donations 
 

As part of its commitment to good corporate citizenship, Barnes & Noble considers local 
and national support requests from non-profit organizations that focus on literacy, the 
arts, or education (preK-12). They also consider sponsorship opportunities where they 
can partner with organizations that focus their core businesses on higher learning, liter-
acy, and the arts. Barnes & Nobles does not have a grant program nor do they offer 

scholarships. 

 

Visit their website at: www.barnesandnobleinc.com 

 

http://www.dgliteracy.com/grant-program/youth-grants.aspx
http://www.dgliteracy.com/grant-program/
http://www.dollargeneral.com
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Spring cleaning is good for physical, mental and financial health 
The annual spring cleaning ritual is a great way to kick-start your health in three important areas; physi-
cal, mental and financial. Below are some tips that will get you on your way to better health in 2010.  
 
This year, think beyond organizing the garage and donating old clothes to making a difference for you 
and your family's health.  
 
Physical health  
Get things off to a good start by doing some research about what needs to be tackled during a deep, 
spring clean. This is your chance to get mold, dust and other harmful irritants out of your house. A great 
resource is the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Web site for healthy homes.  
 
Don't forget that all that cleaning can be a great workout. Take the time to go through every room and 
tackle every mess. Lifting boxes, vacuuming, scrubbing the bathroom, it's all calories burned and strength 
earned.  
 
Financial health  
Did you know that the average American household has approximately $90 in loose change lying around? 
While you are cleaning and getting organized, collect loose change around the house. This is found money 
you can add to your savings, put toward paying off debt or use for immediate purchases. Gather up your 
change and take it to a Coinstar Center, found in retail locations across the country. You can count your 
coins for free when you place the value of your change onto gift cards or certificates from national retail-
ers like Amazon.com, Lowe's, iTunes, Starbucks and more. Visit www.coinstar.com to find a location near 
you and to take a spring cleaning survey.  
 
While you're adding to your cash stash, take inventory of the other items you've got laying around. Turn 
clutter into cash by separating items into boxes marked "keep," "donate," "sell" and "throw out." Hold a 
garage sale to empty your "sell" box, or consider selling items online.  
 
Mental health  
Now that your body and your house are in shape, it's time to make sure you are mentally tuned-up. Start 
by taking time for yourself. Take the night off and relax with a movie you've been wanting to see and 
maybe an indulgent snack - you deserve it. Available in grocery stores and other popular retail locations 
throughout the area, redbox DVD rental kiosks feature the latest new movie releases for a low nightly 
rate. To find a redbox location near you or reserve online visit www.redbox.com.  

 
Also, now that your house is clean, you will start to feel the benefits of a less cluttered life. A study from 
the National Institute of Mental Health says "visual clutter was found to decrease short-term memory and 

lower attention span." Take a deep breath and enjoy your new, cleaner life.  Courtesy of ARAcontent 

http://www.cdc.gov/healthyhomes/
http://www.coinstar.com/us/Webdocs/A1-0-3-1
http://www.coinstar.com/us/Webdocs/A1-0-3-1
http://www.coinstar.com/us/html/A-home


If you are interested in having your community information 

and events published in this newsletter, please contact our 

office at 318.676.7137 or e-mail  us at 

larep002@legis.state.la.us 


