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The journey of a lifetime starts with the first step made towards your initial goals which 

requires self motivation, a desire to accomplish something worthwhile for yourself and 

for others. Even self motivation is not enough to truly make an impact on your surround-

ings, it sometimes requires exuberance and a passion to focus on a particular outcome. 

Oneõs personal desire to make a difference in the lives of others usually begins on a 

local level, then, it is elevated incrementally and gradually to unlimited heights. I can 

still recall my college days before embarking on a political career where there was 

much disillusion on the appropriate role of a public official. Is his/her position or status 

really honorable or a façade something more self-centered and self promoting? To be 

honored by those you serve, it is important that you take ownership of their concerns 

and interests. 

Although my matriculation in state government has been thoroughly enjoyable, my lifeõs 

mission seems to be directing me back to local city government. There appears to be 

an obvious need to restore some confidence in the responsibility of city government to 

its citizens. Shreveport, Louisiana, a city of approximately 200,000 residents, is starting 

to lose ground in this area, and also, population to adjacent to adjacent towns, cities, 

and states. The outward migration must cease; communities must be stabilized; and, 

economic growth realized for Shreveport to survive in this competitive environment. 

Shreveport must become more than just a cityé but a new destination for businesses 

and family entertainment. With its well planned highway infrastructure to numerous 

major cities, within 300-500 miles of its city limits, we must make Shreveport so inviting 

that òall roads must lead to Shreveportó- I-20, I-49, I-69, US Hwy 1, 3, 71, and 171, 

and so forth.  

The City of Shreveport needs new direction! 
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Representative Burrell In and Around the Capitol 

A bill signing ceremony was held at the Capitol on Friday, April 30, 2010 
regarding House Bill No. 368- Tobacco Sales/Trades-Youth Access Prevention 

authored by  

State Representative Roy A. Burrell 
 

House Bill No. 368- Act No. 162 was passed in the 2009 Regular Session to amend and reenact 
R.S.26:901(10) through (16) and to enact R.S. 26:901(17) and 910.1, relative to tobacco prod-
ucts; to provide for definitions; to prohibit the sale or delivery of tobacco products through a self

-service display; to provide for exceptions; and to provide for related matters. 

This legislation requires all tobacco purchases to be clerk-assisted or conducted in an otherwise 
non-self service environment. The passing of this bill has provided a mandate that all retailers 
sell tobacco products only from behind a counter or from locked displays. Louisiana joins 22 
other states which have adopted similar laws that limit access to our youth in consuming tobacco 

products. 

 

 
 
 

 
Bill Signing Ceremony  

(Louisiana State Representative Roy A.  Burrell with Governor Bobby Jindal) 
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Cyberbullying Bill Heads to House 

Children who use cyberspace to bully their classmates could go to jail under legislation that 

cleared a House committee Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Bill 1259 by state Rep. Roy Burrell, D-Shreveport, also would target adults ñ possibly 

posing as children ñ who harass someone under the age of 17 through the Internet or another 

electronic communication.  

The legislation would criminalize the transmission of electronic textual, visual, written or oral com-

munication that is intended to òcoerce, abuse, torment, intimidate, frighten, harass, embarrass or 

cause emotional distressó to anyone under the age of 17. Violators would face up to six months in 

jail. The penalty would increase for subsequent convictions. 

Burrell told the House Committee on Criminal Justice that cyberbullying is causing suicides in other 

states. 

TRAVIS SPRADLING/The Advocate  

Parent Brandy Wise, right, of Denham Springs, explains recent events that 
her teenage daughter was caught up in and how they relate to House Bill 
1259, sponsored by state Rep. Roy A. Burrell, D-Shreveport, left, in House 

Criminal Justice Committee action Tuesday.  
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