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Recently, I was given the opportunity and privilege to pay tribute to our veterans 
on this Memorial Day.  I attended several honor programs that were very touching 
as you recognize the tremendous loss of life and permanent injuries by those dedi-
cated to protecting the freedoms we enjoy.  So many families have  also suffered 
along with the injured persons whose lives have been changed forever.  Much of 
this lost and suffering go unnoticed or unappreciated by those who take for 
granted a way of life that many other countries can only envy.  Many  of todayõs 
X-Generation, the now generation, do not recognize that freedom is not always 
free.  It comes with a price and a cost to many families and friends.  Freedom 

comes as a cost to the nation and the world.  

Today, we should humbly recognize and salute those men and women who protect 
those freedoms with their resources, knowledge, and many times their lives.  These 
individuals are called veterans.  The word òveteranó is most time associated with 
our military service men and women in the armed forces.  But you should know that 
there are other veterans who keep our citizens safe and protect our landñfire 
and police personnel.  They are now called òfirst  respondersó.  Remember their 
service and actions on September 11, 2001, where the lives of many fire and po-
lice personnel were lost to a terrorist attack.  In 2005, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, 
and later, Ike and Gustav, challenged many of our veterans from different sectors 
who saved  the lives of thousands of U.S. citizens from the jaw of certain 

death.  The world stood in horror as many lives were changed forever. 

Honoring the memories and sacrifices of our veterans is best stated by President 
Abraham Lincoln in his Gettysburg Address: òIt is for us the living rather to be 
dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so 
nobly advanced.  It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remain-
ing before usñthat from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that 
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotionñthat we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God shall 
have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, 

and for the people, shall not perish from the earth.ó   
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                     Burrell announces candidacy for mayor  
 
Shreveport Times Staff Reports Å May 23, 2010  

 
Louisiana State Rep. Roy Burrell has announced his plans to run for mayor of Shreveport. 
Burrell has served as a state legislator for the past  eight years. Before then, he served eight 
years representing City Council District G. 
 
Burrell made his announcement Saturday during a  reception at the Hilton Hotel in downtown 
Shreveport. 
 
The state representative wants to restore the confidence of the people, strengthen and revital-
ize the community and make Shreveport a safer, more attractive place to live. He also plans to 
continue his efforts towards the completion of Interstate 49.  

 

 

Pictured from left to right are Rep. Burrellõs children: 

Neiman, Shon, Kenya, and Ryan. along with grandsons, 

Bryan and Ryan 


